
DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

12/3, 12/4 & 12/5 – Student Bell 

Ringers in front entrances 

12/5: 3rd Gr Music Program 6pm 

12/6: PTO Kids Night Out 5:00 

pm-7:30 pm 

12/11: Early Release             
(students are released at 1:40pm) 

12/13: 1st Gr Music Program 

2:15pm 

12/17: Kindergarten 

Grandparents Day 1:15pm 
 

12/23-1/2: NO SCHOOL  

  

 

Prairie View 2019 

 

  

School District of Holmen 

1201 Newport Lane, Holmen, WI  54636 

Dr. Patrice Tronstad, 

Principal 

E-MAIL tropat@holmen.k12.wi.us 

VOICE (608) 526-1600   FAX (608) 526-1695 

WEB SITE www.holmen.k12.wi.us 

PRINCIPAL PATRICE’S PONDERINGS: 

DPI Report Card – The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

released the 2018-19 School and District Report Cards. The purpose 

of the report cards is to help families and communities understand 

how well their school and district is performing. As a school, we use 

the data to assist with identifying our strengths and opportunities for 

improvement. The DPI website lists the report cards for every district 

and school in the state.  
Historically Prairie View has done very well on our overall 
accountability score and rating.   
2011-12 scoring 75.3 Exceeds Expectations 
2012-13 scoring 80.8 Exceeds Expectations 
2013-14 scoring 77.4 Exceeds Expectations 
2014-15 Transition year (WKCE/Badger exam) No Report card 
2015-16 scoring 87.4 Significantly Exceeds Expectations 
2016-17 scoring 91.8 Significantly Exceeds Expectations 
2017-18 scoring 93.0 Significantly Exceeds Expectations 
2018-19 scoring 88.5 Significantly Exceeds Expectations 

 

All complete public Prairie View report cards can be found on our 
school webpage starting with the 2011-12 school year. We are very 
proud of the hard work and dedication of our students and staff. We 
greatly appreciate the support of our families and the community as 
we continue to build on our successes and address our opportunities 
for growth. Thank you, for your continued support as we think, dream, 
believe, and achieve at Prairie View. 

Attendance Reminders- Attendance at school is essential to the 
successful completion of an education. The student’s attendance 
record is one of the most frequently used part of a school record. 
Students are considered absent if they miss part or all of a school 
day. A half-day absence is recorded if a student is not present 
between one and four hours of a school day. A full day absence is 
recorded if a student is not present for four or more hours. 
Parents/guardians and the school staff must work cooperatively to 
enable students to attend school. On-going communication is 
essential. Part of the school’s mission is to teach students good work 
habits, which include regular attendance. A copy of the attendance 
policy and procedures can be found in the Elementary Handbook. 

 --Dr. Tronstad  

 

 

http://www.holmen.k12.wi.us/
https://www.holmen.k12.wi.us/schools/prairieview/about/wisconsin-dpi-prairie-view-report-card.cfm


Happy Holiday Season! It has been a quick month 

here at PV--in Guidance in November we have 

discussed Communication and Social Skills as well 

as discussed the safety procedures for our annual 

ALICE drill. In December, our focus has shifted to 

Character Education and who we are and the 

choices we make when no one else is looking. In 

other exciting news, our building PBIS team has 

been undergoing Tier 2 training so we can put 

processes and systems in place to offer our 

students additional support during the course of 

the school day, such as a building-wide Check 

In/Check Out intervention. More information will 

be forthcoming as we progress through the training 

during the school year. If I can assist you or yours in 

any way, please do not hesitate to call or email me 

at (608) 526-1600 or eikbre@holmen.k12.wi.us. 

COUNSELOR CONNECTION –  
MR. EIKEN 

 DECEMBER MUSIC CONCERTS 
in the Prairie View Cafetorium 

 

Thursday, December 5  
 3rd Grade at 6pm 
 
Friday, December 13 
 1st Grade at 2:15pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNOW DAYS AND EARLY DISMISSAL 

NOTIFICATION 

Announcements regarding closing or late start of 
school due to weather conditions will be made 
frequently via the following Radio stations: 

Radio Stations: 

WQCC-FM CC 106.03 106.3 FM 

WLXR-FM Magic 105 104.9 FM 

WLFN-AM AM 1490 1490 AM 

WKBH-FM Classic Radio 100.1 FM 

WKBH-AM Relevant Radio 1570 AM 

WFBZ-FM ESPN 105.5 FM 

KQEG-FM The Eagle 102.7 FM 

WIZM-FM/AM Z-93 93.3 FM/1410 AM 

WKTY Sports Radio 580 AM 

WRQT The Rock 95.7 FM 

WCOW-FM Cow 97 97.1 FM 

Television Stations:  

 WKBT TV Channel 8 

WXOW TV Channel 19 

 

WINTER WEATHER IS HERE! 
 

We would like to remind you that students will go 

outside daily when the temperatures/conditions permit. 

Please make sure your child is dressed 

appropriate for the weather with mittens, a hat, a 

scarf, appropriate coat, boots and snow pants on cold 

winter days. 

 Students will go outside when the temperature 

is +1 degrees or above. 

 Students will stay indoors when the 

temperature is below 0 degrees, or when the 

wind chill is 0 degrees or below.  

 

 

mailto:eikbre@holmen.k12.wi.us


  

NEWS FROM THE PRAIRIE VIEW PTO 

 

  

Prairie View’s  
5th annual 

KIDS NIGHT OUT 
Parents night OFF! 

 

Friday, December 6th from 5-7:30 p.m. 

Dinner will be provided!  

Registration Forms are due December 2nd. Space is limited! 

Drop off your kiddos for a FUN-FILLED night of games, snacks, 

crafts and open gym!  

 

Check us out on 

Facebook: 

Prairie View 

Elementary 

PTO- Holmen, 

WI or on our 

website by 

clicking here. 

Triumph Card Company and Spirit Chains 

The Holmen High School Special Education 

Department students have cards and spirit 

chains available for sale in the Prairie View 

office. 

The cards are $1.00, made by the Project 

Bridge students which is a transition 

program for students age 18-21. 

The Spirit Chains $3.00, are made by 

students in the Tools class. 

Special orders are accepted! 

LOST AND FOUND 

Our lost and found has filled up quickly with sweatshirts, 

hats, gloves, jackets, and other items. Please be sure to 

label your child’s items so if they are found, they can be 

returned back to them. 

Don’t forget to check Virtual Backpack 

for educational opportunities, 

activities, and events available in our 

area. The link to Virtual Backpack is 
located on the front page of the 

Prairie View Elementary website. 

Some upcoming events include: Holiday Programs 

at the Library, All Ages Concert, Park and Rec 

classes, events and more!  

 

 

We are still in need of volunteers to help with some very easy 

fundraisers! If you are interested, please reach out to us. Join us to 

learn more at our next meeting, January 13, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the 

Prairie View LMC. Child watch will be available. All parents/guardians 

and staff are invited to attend. We are always in need of volunteers, as 

many hands make light work! 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mark your calendars for the annual PTO  
Barnes & Noble Book Fair at the  

Valley View Mall on 
Thursday, January 30, 2020 

4:30 P.M. – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Proceeds support the purchase of books in the Prairie View 

LMC. Details coming soon! 

https://www.holmen.k12.wi.us/schools/prairieview/pto.cfm


From the Health Office: 
 
Is it a Cold, Flu or Pertussis? 
Colds, flu and Pertussis are highly contagious and, in the initial stages, might seem alike. Check the following table for a comparison of the symptoms for 
each illness. Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

Symptom Influenza ("Flu") Cold (Viral URI) Pertussis 

Fever 
Usually present and high (102-

104°F or 39-40°C); typically lasts 3-
4 days 

Uncommon 
Uncommon If present, typically 

low-grade (99.5-100.4F) 

Headache Very common Uncommon Uncommon 

Aches and pains, muscle aches, 
chest discomfort 

Common, Often severe Slight to Moderate Uncommon 

Fatigue and weakness 
Moderate - severe; can last up to 

14-21 days 
Mild Mild to moderate 

Extreme exhaustion Very common early in illness Extremely Rare Rare 

Stuffy or runny nose Sometimes Common Common, early in the disease 

Sneezing Sometimes Common Common, early in the disease 

Sore throat Sometimes Common Uncommon 

C 
O 
U 
G 
H 

Character 
Non-productive ("dry") cough is 

typical; nighttime cough rare 

Hacking cough, often productive; 
nighttime cough rare; usually 

responds to cough medications 

Variable character; fits/attacks and 
nighttime cough are common; 

generally not responsive to cough 
medications. Characteristic high-

pitched “whoop” sound. 

Severity Moderate Mild to Moderate 
Variable; can be mild in adults and 
very severe in infants and young 

children 

Duration 
Typically 3-7 days; occasionally to 

14 days 
Typically 3-7 days 

Persistent cough, almost always 
>1week, usually 2-6 weeks, 

sometimes 10+ weeks 

Cough Attacks/Fits Uncommon Rare Common 

Infectious Period 
1-2 days before symptom onset to 

5-10 days after 
Variable; typically 4-7 days after 
symptom onset; can be longer 

From start of catarrhal phase 
(before cough) to 21 days after 

cough onset* 

*or until taking 5 days of appropriate anti-pertussis antibiotics. 

Carbon Monoxide – Winter’s Quiet Killer 
Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas that can be generated by improper ventilation of furnaces; generators; gasoline, propane or 
charcoal-burning devices; car exhaust systems; and wood-burning stoves. Breathing the gas displaces the oxygen in the blood and can cause death in 
minutes at high levels. 

Symptoms of overexposure to CO are often mistaken for the flu and include headaches; fatigue; dizziness; shortness of breath/chest pain; 
nausea/vomiting; and confusion. If you experience any of these symptoms or your CO detector sounds an alarm, you should head outside immediately 
for fresh air and call 911. 

You Can Prevent Carbon Monoxide Exposure 
- Do have your heating system, water heater and any other gas, oil, or coal burning appliances serviced by a qualified technician every year. 
- Do install a battery-operated or battery back-up CO detector in your home and check or replace the battery when you change the time on your 

clocks each spring and fall. If the detector sounds leave your home immediately and call 911. 
- Do seek prompt medical attention if you suspect CO poisoning and are feeling dizzy, light-headed, or nauseated. 
- Don’t use a generator, charcoal grill, camp stove, or other gasoline or charcoal-burning device inside your home, basement, or garage or near 

a window. 
- Don’t run a car or truck inside a garage attached to your house, even if you leave the door open. 
- Don’t burn anything in a stove or fireplace that isn’t vented. 
- Don’t heat your house with a gas oven. 
- Don’t use a generator, pressure washer, or any gasoline-powered engine less than 20 feet from any window, door, or vent. 

 
For more information on CO poisoning, visit the CDC website at www.cdc.gov/co/.    

http://www.cdc.gov/co/


  

Library Learning 
Congratulations Prairie View families!  Not only did we shatter the Book Fair goal of 802 books being 
purchased, we raised about $100 for the Family Literacy Committee for their special literacy event 
scheduled in the fall of 2020.  This Book Fair is our annual LMC fundraiser and the monies are used 
to pay for the author visit, covering the expenses of the presentations, lodging, travel and meals.  In 
addition, I have used past funds to purchase comfortable reading furniture and storyroom cushions for 
the kids as well as book display cases for the LMC.  Last year we acquired a book mending machine 
to lengthen the life of some of our well-loved books.  I can’t thank you enough for helping us get the 
items needed to enhance our LMC program.  We will have another book event during spring 
conference time.  We look forward to seeing you then. 
 

Other news in the LMC: 
 Battle of the Books - Interested students in 3rd - 5th grades are continuing to  read books 

from the lists.  4th and 5th grade    3rd grade  
 Kindergarten students continue to practice the use of the shelf marker and responsibility of 

using an LMC book.  Please continue to use the baggies especially with upcoming wet snow 
pants and mittens/gloves.  Students are learning the various parts of a book and discovering 
the differences between fiction and nonfiction text.  We will make our way into the computer lab 
for mouse practice in December. Our current author study is Drew Daywalt. 

 First - Third grades have been working on basic animal research using our paid subscription 
to PebbleGo. Students can access this from home as well.  The username is prview and the 
password is read. Students are also learning the importance and MLA format of citing the 
sources. 

 Fourth and fifth grades have been working on citing sources using Destiny resource lists and 
NoodleTools. 

 Upcoming: All grades will be participating in digital citizenship lessons. 
 

Digital story resources: 
Holmen Public Library - Playaways, VOX Books, books on CD 

TumbleBooks - Username:  prairieholmen  Password:  reads 

Epic! - some teachers have their own accounts otherwise the LMC account is:  zvi0517 

Storyline Online - https://www.storylineonline.net/ 
Podcasts - check out these recommended popular podcasts 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CD-09xWQz65cILe5_lMH5KlfsruPmT-fNVmWFK95JMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gqw-50FrJPYDg4xlDe_5NF9nACibbeJ-GpkZyJ6yKLQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://site.pebblego.com/
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://bookriot.com/2019/04/26/best-podcasts-for-childrens-books/


  



 

  

As of June 30, 2019 Administrative Rule 433.1 was discontinued.  This means 

that we will no longer accept teacher/house requests.  Rest assured, we will 

continue to create class configurations that take into account the needs of all 

learners.  The School District of Holmen ensures a guaranteed and viable 

curriculum through highly trained and professional staff that are committed to 

meeting the District’s mission and expectations. 



 

 

Art News 
The Pump House Regional Art Center in La Crosse is currently having an art show 

featuring students from the four elementary schools in Holmen.  The art teachers will be 

hosting a reception for the artists on Wednesday, December 11th (ER day) from 3:30-6:00 p.m.  

All are welcome.  The show runs through January 6th, 2020.  

Congratulations to the following Prairie View students who have artwork on display: Ava 

Mueller, Clara Nelson, Oliver Dzieweczynski, Kenzie Bornitz, Carson Dolesy, Jase Arneson, Ella 

Janke, Peter Waller, Morgan Hansen, Arianna Powell, Armani de la Rosa, Sophia Glaus, Maya 

Armstrong, Rylee Hoehn, Aspen Balow, Corey DeRuyter, Ellie Hoehn, Gaby Bellacero, Drew 

Hendrikson, Alex Jerome, Lahna Bloyer, Eden Cain, Paige Downing, Gabe Schlegel, Toby 

Powell, Harley Kleinsmith, Parker Dobkoski, Torin Houston, Zachary Lamb, Samantha Osgood, 

Taylor Irons, Carter Arneson, and Serena Baumgarn.  We have so many students that do 

amazing work at Prairie View!   

 

Northwestern University offers a program, the Northwestern University Midwest Academic Talent Search (NUMATS), in 

which top students in grades 3 through 9 have the opportunity to take standardized exams designed for older students.  

Why have students taken tests designed for older students?  Students who score in the 97th percentile or higher on grade-

level standardized tests often have hit the ceiling on those tests.  These students are earning top scores, but the tests are 

unable to measure the full extent of their ability.  Above-grade-level tests are more challenging and are better able to 

assess the knowledge, skills, and understandings of high-ability students.   

 Third through sixth-grade students are able to take the PSAT 8/9, designed for eighth and ninth graders.  Please 

note that NUMATS is offering the PSAT 8/9 at Holmen Middle School on the three PSAT 8/9 dates which take 

place in January and February 2020.  The registration deadline for the January test date is December 11 and the 

deadline for the February dates is January 3.  

 Sixth through ninth-grade students are able to take the ACT or SAT, college entrance exams taken by high school 

juniors.   Dates for these tests are monthly through July 2020.  

The Talented and Gifted Program is in the process of identifying 3rd through 9th-grade students who scored in the 97th 

percentile and above on any of the STAR assessments or Wisconsin Forward last year and will be sending information about 

the NUMATS program to the families of those students.  NUMATS also is available to those students who scored in the 90th

 percentile or above on any of those assessments. 

  If you feel your student meets NUMATS’ 90th percentile requirement and you would like more information about the 

program, please contact the TAG teacher at your school.  You also can find more information at 

www.ctd.northwestern.edu/program/numats 

https://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/program/numats


  



 





 



 


