
Happy April! 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful week off with your families. Although the weath-

er wasn't the warmest, it's always nice to have a break for some rest! 

 

This month, our third through fifth graders will continue taking the Wisconsin 

Forward Exam. We've had a great start, and I encourage everyone to ensure 

students get plenty of rest and have a nutritious breakfast so they can perform 

their best on the tests. 

 

Our concert series concludes this month with Kindergarten on the 25th and 

fifth grade on the 30th. A big thank you to our PTO for hosting family events af-

ter each concert and for organizing the delicious treats for everyone to enjoy. 

We appreciate the families who donate and contribute treats for these events! 

 

I'd also like to express my gratitude to our PTO for awarding mini-grants to our 

teachers. These funds are being used for classroom books, supplies for our oc-

cupational therapists, water bottles, LEGOS, and classroom games. Your sup-

port of our PTO allows us to give back to our dedicated teachers! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Nina Swanson 

 

From the Principal, Mrs. Nina Swanson 

Viking Elementary 
April 2024 

500 E Wall Street 

Holmen WI 54636 

Phone: (608) 526-

3316 

Fax: (608) 526-9482 



From the Nurse - Emily Hanes, RN BSN 

 

Change to Vaccine Requirement for Students 
Entering 6 th grade in 2024-2025 

 
Tdap 

The Wisconsin Student Immunization Law now requires students to receive the Tdap vac-
cine before beginning 7th grade. This is a change from previous years. Prior to March 
2023, it was required before entering 6 th grade. This change will allow it line up with the 
recommendation for student’s to receive the vaccine at age 11. For 7 th grade, parents 
will be required to have their children vaccinated or claim a waiver.   

Tdap is the adolescent combination vaccine that protects against tetanus, diphtheria, and 
pertussis (whooping cough). Only one dose is required. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/tdap.html 

 

Recommended but not required vaccines: 

Meningococcal (bacterial meningitis) vaccine 

This vaccine is available for students over 11 years of age. Two doses are recommend-
ed, with the second dose administered at 16 years of age. This is not a required vac-
cination at this time, but may be in the future. More information can be obtained from 
the health office, your clinic, or the following link: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/ 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 

This vaccine is now available for both male and female students starting at age 11. It was 
recently changed from a three dose vaccine to a two dose vaccine. The second dose is 
needed 6 to 12 months after the initial vaccine. At this time it is not a required vaccina-
tion. For more information, contact the health office, your clin-
ic, or follow the link: https://www.cdc.gov/hpv/parents/vaccine-
for-hpv.html 

 

Your primary care provider can provide these immunizations 
or from The La Crosse County Public Health Department 
(608-785-9723). Please feel free to call your school’s health 
office with any questions. Please inform the health office 
when immunization are received so records can be updated. 
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ART NEWS from                                                        
Mr. Boland & Mrs. Flynn 

 

Original Works Fundraiser --Thank You to all 

who already have placed an order.  We appre-

ciate your support!  Tuesday, April 2nd is the 

deadline to submit your order.   If you forgot 

to place your order and would still like to do 

so, I will be sending in a late order on April 

16th.  Please have artwork, order form, and 

payment in by the 16th. 
 

Friday, April 5th 

No School 

Staff Development Day 

 

Wednesday, April 17th 

Early Release 

Students will be dismissed at 
1:30. 
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Four-Year Old Kindergarten (4k) Registration 

  
  

The School District of Holmen is accepting enrollment for the 2024-202 Four-
Year-Old Kindergarten (4K) Program .  Any child who is four-years-old on or 
before September 1, 2024 and lives in the school district boundaries is eligible to 
participate. We encourage early registration in order to help us plan accordingly 
for the 2024-20245school year. 
Note: All enrollment is done online– www.holmen.k12.wi.us 

  

Important 4K Information: 
  

• 4K classes are currently held at Viking Elementary School 
• AM Session: 8:15 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 
• PM Session: 11:45 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
• Placement in AM or PM session is based upon transportation needs.  We notify families 
of class placements during the first week of August. 

  
If you have any questions please call our Public Preschool Office at 608.526.3316. 

http://www.holmen.k12.wi.us/
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Upcoming Concerts 
The Viking Kindergarten and Viking Fifth Grade students are very excited to perform the final two 
concerts of the year!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students should report to their classrooms at 5:45 PM the evening of their concert dressed in 
clothes that make them feel confident and comfortable. The gym doors will open at 5:30 PM if you 
wish to come early to save seats. Please note, if you come early, your child needs to stay in the 
gym until 5:45. We ask that children not run around the gym, or climb on the stage or bleachers. 
We want them to conserve their energy and stay safe for the big concert!  

 

The Kindergarten students will be per-
forming Cookies & Other Fun Songs! on 
Thursday, April 25th at 6:00 PM in the 
“New 
Gym”.  

The Fifth Grade students will perform Poppin’ 
Through the Years on Tuesday, April 30th at 
6:00 PM in the “New Gym”.   

DRAMA CLUB 

The 5th grade Drama Club 

will perform their play 

 Rumpelstiltskin, Private Eye 

on Monday, April 11th.  

There will be a dress re-

hearsal during the school 

day, and the performance 

will be at 6:30 PM in the 

New Gym.  We hope you can 

join us! 

Spring Walking School Bus 
There are 2 locations this year. We will 
walk from the Deerwood Park neigh-

borhood (April 12, 19, 26) and from the 
2nd & Johnson neighborhood (May 3, 
10, 17). Viking staff members will meet 

students at the locations listed 
above and walk with students 

to school! Please plan accordingly and 
make sure you are at the correct WSB 
location weekly if you wish to join us. 

This is a completely optional event 
sponsored by the La Crosse County 

Health Dept. to encour-
age walking to school. Pedestrian and 
bike safety will be emphasized. Each 

student will be  given a punch card the 
first time they join and earn a punch 

and token each week they walk. At the 
end of the 6 weeks they can trade their 

card in for a prize!   



The last day of school is on  

Thursday, June 6, 2024.   

It will be an early release day—

Viking students will be  released at 

1:30 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Annual Viking Elementary  

All-School Picnic AND Olympic Day will 

be  

 Friday, May 31st 

 

This year’s Earth Day Celebration will be Friday, April 19th. We have 

some fantastic presenters stopping by: 

• Terry Visger (Tales by Terry) is a storyteller from La Crosse 

• Derek Barkeim from Seekers Wild will be teaching grades 3, 4, & 5 how to 

start a fire with a bow 

• Christina Dahl from the Midwest Fisheries Center will be exploring our school 

forest with grades K, 1, & 2.  

• Palm & Pine Yoga will be doing yoga with grades K, 1, & 2. 

• Mr. Boland will be sharing some backpacking adventures with grades  

     3, 4, & 5. 

 

Thank you to our PTO for helping fund this day.  And thank you to those who 

have donated cans for recycling, these funds also help pay for our Earth Day Cel-

ebration.  Cans should be placed in the cage on the south side of the building. 

 

We appreciate your support for environmental  

education at Viking Elementary! 

 

Bus Safety Evacuations 
Spring Bus Safety Evacuations will be practiced April 15th through 19th 
during   morning bus routes.  This may delay bus arrival times by a few 
minutes.  Evacuations are required by law two times each year and are an 
important item of safety training for all students.   Drivers are to announce, 

in advance, when they will complete the evacuation.   We will try to do the evacuations 
on nice-weather days.  Drivers will review emergency procedures in exiting the bus 
through the emergency door and review other safety information with students.  Please 
contact Transportation Services at 526-4752 if you have any questions. 
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